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PRINCIPAL

The past couple of weeks have been a challenging time with

severe storms resulting in school closures and the subsequent

efforts from many to ensure that External Assessments for

Year 12 students had minimal disruption. I understand that

many families in our community were impacted by these

events and their Year 12 students were affected by power

outages and other issues. Our amazing Senior School team of

staff are ensuring that they are considered in the EA process

following this disruption.

Regarding school closures, please understand that there is a

substantial amount of work, delegations and processes

aligned to policy to be adhered to when I am making a

decision about closing the school. Timelines become very tight

and communication with families becomes compromised. I am

aware that this impacts on the daily functioning of a family,

especially when transport issues are considered. I am trying to

make the decision with regards to the greatest

good for the greatest number.

Recently we have had a spate of issues with prohibited items

and illicit substances at school. Please remember the

commitment of parents/carers when enrolling your young

person at Centenary SHS.

Parents/carers of students at Centenary SHS:

ensure your children do not bring property onto schools’

grounds or other settings used by the school (e.g.,

camp, sporting venues) that:

is prohibited according to the Centenary SHS

Student Code of Conduct

is illegal

puts the safety or wellbeing of others at risk

does not preserve a caring, safe, supportive or

productive learning environment

does not maintain and foster mutual respect.

We as a school have a shared responsibility for a safe,

learning environment. Prohibited items and illicit substances at

school may result in significant consequences for students

engaging with these items. I encourage you to have



a conversation about your young person to ensure they are

making safe decisions about their health and wellbeing.

Ross McNichol

Principal 

Email: admin@centenaryshs.eq.edu.au

To read newsletter in full view, please click
on the “Newsletter Print Version” button on

the top left-hand corner of the screen.

DEPUTY PRINCIPALS

From Matt Smith

Partnering with parents to keep our
young people safe online: Preparing
for social media age restrictions
In an earlier edition of this newsletter in Term 1, we

recognised that a key part of our school’s Moral Purpose is the

vision that ‘all learners can flourish’. This vision not only

applies in the real world, it is equally as relevant in the virtual

(or online) world.

This virtual (or online) world will be changing from December

10th, 2025, when social media platforms such as TikTok,

Instagram, Facebook, Snapchat, X (formerly Twitter) and

YouTube won’t be allowed to let Australian children under 16

create or keep an account. This new legislation is designed to

protect young people from the potential mental health risks,

cyber-bullying, inappropriate content and addictive behaviours

associated with social media use.

We believe in partnering with parents and carers to strive

towards achieving the best possible wellbeing and learning

outcomes for our students. We also believe it is critical that we

prepare together for this social media ban, so our young

people are best placed to navigate these changes.

The eSafety Commissioner is offering a series of information

sessions for parents and carers commencing mid-November.

These 30-minute webinars will help parents and carers

understand the upcoming changes to social media access for

children under 16. The purpose of this sessions are to:

understand the purpose of the new age restrictions and

how they aim to protect young Australians

understand which platforms will require users to be 16+

and what platforms they can still access

get tips and resources to support your child’s online

safety and wellbeing through the transition.

 Parents and carers will gain:

a clear understanding of the new rules and their

implications

confidence in guiding their child through these changes

access to trusted resources to support safe and positive

online engagement.

We encourage you to join these sessions. Please access this

link for registration:

Click here to view more information
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/industry-regulation/social-media-age-
restrictions/webinars

From Pia Leinonen

As we approach the end of Term 4, it is exciting to think about

what 2026 Year 10 brings; a fresh energy, new opportunities

for learning, and the chance for every student to make the

most of their educational journey. Whether your student is in

their first year with us or preparing for the transition to senior

school, one thing remains true: every day at school counts.

Why Every Single Day Matters

It's easy to think that the occasional absence here and there

won't make much difference. But let's look at the numbers: if a

student is absent just one day per week, that quickly adds up

to two full months of missed school in a year. That's significant

learning time, important friendships being built, and crucial skill

development happening in classrooms.

Research from Queensland consistently shows that higher

student attendance is directly associated with higher student

achievement. But attendance is about more than just

academic outcomes. When students are at school every day,

they're building the social and emotional skills that matter for

l i fe: communication, teamwork, resilience, and confidence.

These are the foundations that help young people succeed,

whether they're moving into senior school,
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heading into the workforce, or pursuing further education.

Its A Shared Commitment

We don't do this alone. The state-wide "Every Day Counts"

initiative reflects a shared commitment from students, parents,

carers, schools, and our community to support positive

attendance. Each part of this partnership is vital. When

families prioritise getting their young person to school every

day, when schools implement engaging teaching strategies,

and when we all work together to support our young people;

that's when real change happens.

For more information, please visit:

https://education.qld.gov.au/initiatives-and-

strategies/initiatives/every-day-counts/for-parents-and-

community

We're Here to Support

Every day your student is at school is an investment in their

future. The routines and resilience they build now, the

friendships they nurture, the skills they develop, these are

what carry them forward into their future and beyond. Whether

your student is working toward their first senior school

placement, preparing for employment, or pursuing their own

unique path, consistent attendance gives them the strongest

possible foundation.

If your student is struggling to get to school, or if you're

noticing they don't want to come in, please reach out to us

immediately. This isn't about judgment, it's about partnership.

Our school is here to:

Support your student's learning with effective, engaging

teaching strategies that help them want to be here

Work with you on practical strategies to encourage

school attendance

Provide the support to overcome any barriers

Follow up on any absences and keep you connected

every step of the way

We encourage you to make a commitment; let's prioritise

getting your student to school every day. Together, we can

ensure that every student in our community has access to the

learning, connection, and growth that happens when we're all

here, present and ready.

From Amiee Nolan

Attendance
At Centenary SHS, our moral purpose is to foster positive

relationships so that all learners can flourish and feel a strong

sense of belonging. In order for this to occur, we need our

learners at school every day.

Research shows that in Queensland, higher student

attendance is associated, on average, with higher student

achievement. Additionally, attending school every day helps

young people to build social and emotional skills such as

communication, teamwork and resilience. Absenteeism can

impact significantly on students’ learning and wellbeing

(Department of Education Queensland, 2025).

Attending school each day gives students the opportunity to

benefit from the teaching and learning programs that

Centenary SHS offers all learners (Centre for Education

Statistics and Evaluation, 2025). Low attendance at school is

linked with poorer academic achievement and other

educational outcomes including:

Lower NAPLAN scores (Daraganova et al. 2014;

Hancock et al. 2013)

Increased likelihood of dropping out of school (Rocque

et al. 2016)

Social isolation from the school community and peers

(Gottfried 2015)

Poorer mental health and functioning (Gonzalvez et al.

2019)

Negative effects on income and long-term earnings

potential (Cattan et al. 2023).

Some strategies that parents/carers can implement to improve

attendance include:

Talk about the importance of showing up to school every

day and make that the expectation. Regular attendance

at school sets up good behaviours for regular

attendance at work.
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Help your teenager maintain daily routines such as

finishing homework and getting a good night's sleep. On

average, teenagers need 8 – 9 hours sleep each night to

be healthy and alert. You may also need to monitor their

use of the internet, mobile phone and TV at night to

ensure they are not staying up too late or being

disturbed while sleeping.

Try not to schedule hair, dental or medical appointments

during school hours. Arrange family holidays during

scheduled school holidays so that they are not missing

out on classes and, therefore, will not have to struggle to

make up for lost time.

Don't let your teenager stay home unless genuinely sick.

Complaints of headaches or stomach aches may be

signs of anxiety.

If your teenager wants to stay home to finish an

assignment, rather than letting them stay home, expect

them to go to school – make attendance the number one

priority. Later, you can discuss with them how they can

improve their study habits or adjust their schedule

(Department of Education Queensland, 2025).

If you need assistance with supporting your young person’s

attendance at school, please reach out to your Year Level

Coordinator, Guidance Officer or Deputy Principal. There are

additional measures that we can put in place to support your

young person increase their attendance at school.

Deborah McIntyre, Deputy Principal (Inclusion, EALD)

Email:  dmcin49@eq.edu.au  

Matt Smith, Deputy Principal (Year 7)

Email: rsmit925@eq.edu.au

Brooke Davis, Deputy Principal (Year 8)

Email: bldav0@eq.edu.au

Pia Leinonen, Deputy Principal (Year 9)

Email: plein0@eq.edu.au

Angela McKay, Deputy Principal (Year 9)

Email: amcka18@eq.edu.au 

Carly Manche, Deputy Principal (Year 10)

Email: ceman4@eq.edu.au

Amiee Nolan, Deputy Principal (Year 11)

Email: axnol0@eq.edu.au

Ange Raven, Deputy Principal (Year 12, QCE)

Email: arave7@eq.edu.au

BUSINESS MANAGER

What To Do If…

I am running late for school and arrive after morning HG?

Report to the Front Counter in the Administration

Building with communication from your parent/carer

explaining why you are late

Present your late pass to your class teacher

I need to leave school for an appointment?

Report to the Front Counter in the Administration

Building before HG with communication from your

parent/carer

You will be issued with a leave request that needs to be

presented to your teacher at the departure time

Report to the Front Counter in the Administration

Building to sign out

I am having trouble finding my class?

Check student notices on your device for any room

changes

Check your emails to see if your teacher has emailed

you room changes

If you still cannot locate your class, report to the Front

Counter in the Administration Building for assistance
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I ride my bike or scooter to school?

Walk your bike/scooter into the school grounds

Use the bike racks outside Junior Secondary Building to

secure your bike/scooter

I drive my car to school?

Park vehicle in Yallambee Road carpark

Follow safe driving practices

Complete a Student Driver Registration Form, which can

be collected from the Front Counter in the Administration

Building.

If I witness or experience inappropriate behaviours?

If during a break time, report to staff member on

playground duty

If during class time, report to teacher

Send a Stymie notification

I am feeling unwell during class?

Teacher to fill in the ‘Movements’ page in your diary

Report to the Front Counter in the Administration

Building, where you will be signed into Sick Bay

Your parent/carer will be contacted

I am feeling unwell during a break time?

Report to the Front Counter in the Administration

Building where you will be signed into Sick Bay

Your parent/carer will be contacted

I have a problem with my IT Device?

Teacher to fill in the ‘Movements’ page in your diary

Report with your device to the IT Department in the

Resource Centre

I have lost something at school?

All received lost property is kept near the Front Counter

in the Administration Building

If you have lost your ID card, report to the Front Counter

in the Administration Building to organise a replacement

I need to go to the toilet during class time?

Teacher to fill in the ‘Movements’ page in your diary

I want to get a locker?

Report to the Front Counter in the Administration

Building to pay the $10 locker hire charge

Karyn Lord, Business Manager

Email: klord25@eq.edu.au ​

CONNECTIONS

From Chappie Paul

Well, what a chaotic end to October as we went through an

intense storm cell that created a lot of havoc in Centenary

area and surrounds and the weather bureau says there may

be more to come. Hopefully you made it through without too

much damage or clean up.

This unfortunately is like a picture of life, sometimes

unexpected difficulties appear when least expected. How do

we prepare for these unexpected events, the difficult seasons

of life, illness, financial strain etc. Even the best laid plans

don’t always help.

I’m not saying don’t plan, because the old saying goes “he

who falls to plan, plans to fail”.

We need something beyond our own resources to trust in, to

help us when we’re overwhelmed with life’s dramas. What or

who is that for you? Family, friend, neighbour, community,

faith, trust in a superior being.

No one is an island, we all need to have people around us that

are happy to do life with us. If you are feeling vulnerable or life

is getting on top of you, reach out there are many helps

available:

Beyondblue

Black Dog Institute

Headspace

Churches also have many resources in our area to help

with various situations and there are also local

government and state agencies you can access as well.

Always remember you are valued and you’re not alone.
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Leanne McBrien, Guidance Officer 

Email: ljmcb0@eq.edu.au

Nicole Trembath, Guidance Officer

Email: ntrem1@eq.edu.au

Sandi Wright, Guidance Officer 

Email: swrig273@eq.edu.au

Sarah Kelly, School Nurse

Email: nurse.centenary@health.qld.gov.au  

Paul Stewart, School Chaplain

Email: pstew79@eq.edu.au ​

INTERNATIONAL

As we come to the end of another incredible year, it’s the

perfect time to reflect on the many adventures, achievements,

and memories we’ve shared within our International

Department.

This year has truly been one to remember. We embarked

on three unforgettable study tours and a special one-day visit

tour, each filled with new learning experiences, friendships,

and discoveries. Our excursion to Dreamworld was another

highlight, a day full of laughter and excitement, a great time

was had by all. We also celebrated Multicultural Day, where

students were encouraged to wear their traditional dress and

share their cultural heritage with the school community.

It has also been a year of outstanding achievements by our

students. We are delighted to celebrate Daisy, who was

awarded International Student of the Year , and Aum, who also

received a prestigious award for his exceptional efforts. Many

of our other international students were recognised

with academic awards, a reflection of their dedication,

perseverance, and commitment to their studies. We are

incredibly proud of all their hard work and success; well done

to all our international award recipients!

For our Year 12 students, this time marks both an ending and

a beginning. As one chapter closes, another begins, whether

that next step is university,  TAFE, entering the workforce,

or returning home to reunite with family and friends.

Whatever path they choose, we are so proud of all they have

accomplished and the resilience, curiosity, and kindness they

have shown along the way.

We wish our Year 12 students the very best as they continue

their External Assessments, and we look forward to

celebrating their many successes in the months ahead.

To all our students – thank you for being part of such a vibrant,

diverse, and inspiring community. Next year promises to be

another exciting year of learning, growth, and discovery for

each and every one of you, and we can’t wait to see what

adventures lie ahead in 2026!

Become a Homestay Host Today!
Are you looking to experience new cultures while being

renumerated on a fortnightly basis for your care?

As a host provider, you provide a safe and secure family

environment with a bedroom, study area, three healthy meals

a day and contribute to the brilliant reputation Queensland has

of providing the perfect Aussie cultural experience within your

home.

Homestay families are a smorgasbord of diversity. And you

can play a huge part in making international students

experience an enjoyable one. Host families can be married

couples with or without children, singles, singles with children,

and grandparents too. Placements for study tours, short-term

and long-term students of various ages from Japan, Vietnam

and beyond are needed, all applications are welcome.

Find out more http://bit.ly/eqi-homestay-host

For more information or to start the application process,

contact the International Office:

Email: international@centenaryshs.eq.edu.au
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Direct Office Line: (07) 3373 4553Homestay Mobile: 0414 689

303

International Team 

Email: international@centenaryshs.eq.edu.au

HPE AND SPORTS

Champion
School
For an amazing sixth year

in a row, Centenary SHS

has been crowned the

Champion School of the

West Brisbane District

Sports Association.

This is an amazing achievement, and all students and staff

involved in this effort deserve a massive congratulations.

Every single team’s result contributes to the total, so it’s a real

team effort!

Great job Crocs!!!

Placing School Total

1 Centenary SHS 689

2 Indooroopilly SHS 683

3 Corinda SHS 625

4 BSSSC 562

5 Kenmore SHS 542

6 QASMT 362

7 Yeronga SHS 276

Spring Junior Gala Day
The Spring Junior Gala Day was a fantastic success,

showcasing student enthusiasm and sportsmanship across a

range of activities including AFL, Ultimate Disc, Badminton,

and Pickleball.

The AFL matches were highly competitive, with players

demonstrating strong skills in kicking, marking, and teamwork.

Ultimate Disc brought fast-paced action and great displays of

fair play, with students showing impressive agility and

cooperation. In Badminton, participants impressed with their

precision, quick reflexes, and friendly rivalry. Meanwhile,

Pickleball, the newest addition to the program, with students

quickly picking up the rules and showing fantastic enthusiasm.

Overall, the Gala Day provided a wonderful opportunity for

students to stay active, connect with peers, and enjoy friendly

competition in a fun and supportive environment.

Thanks as always to all the coaches across the year for

another great year of sport at Centenary SHS.

The Premiership winning teams on the day were:

Year 8 Girls Badminton

Year 8 Boys Ultimate Disc

Year 8 Girls Ultimate Disc

Year 9 Girls Ultimate Disc

All Schools Touch
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During Week 1 of term, Centenary SHS competed in the

Titans All Schools Championship on the Gold Coast. This is

the largest touch football competition in the world.

All teams played some outstanding touch football, and

showcased a high level of skill, effort, and sportsmanship on

the playing field.  In most age groups, there are over 100

teams, spread across various pools.

As a testament to the depth of our school’s talent, Centenary

SHS were anointed with a place in the ‘Super 6’ from the

carnival. This means that out of the 100s of schools

competing, we were placed in the top 6 overall, ahead of many

schools with dedicated programs.

All our expert staff and volunteers put in countless hours

outside of curriculum time for the benefit of the students, and

the results are evident in the development of the students both

on the field, and with character development.

Summary of results:

The U13 Boys and U13 Girls teams had extremely tough pools

in their first All Schools, and each earned wins and played

hard in the other games. It is great to see so many wanting to

develop their touch skills, and no doubt will keep building

The 15 Boys played in a tough pool but played some great

touch, winning 3 of their games, earning a draw, and having

some close losses. They finished third in their pool, narrowly

missing a finals spot.

The U15 Girls had outstanding group play to go 7/7 to earn a

Top 16 finals spot. In addition, the Open Girls also earned a

finals spot, making these two teams the highest placed

Centenary SHS Girls’ teams in the school’s history!

The Open Boys team went ‘back-to-back’ in being crowned

Champions again, after an undefeated run

culminating St Mary’s in the final. An epic win over Keebra

Park SHS in the semis was their toughest match. Kealan C

was also selected as Player of the Match. Some of the boys

have been playing All Schools together from Year 4!

Congratulations to all teams for their efforts.

Credit to our hard working and dedicated coaches, Ms

Nasalio, Ms Tesch, Mr Frazer, Mr Weston, Mr Richter, and

assistant, Jacob Richter.

Track and Field
A number of students have earned Queensland selection for

the Australian Schools Track and Field Championships.

Congratulations to Jackson (Discus) and Rowan (various track

events) who have excelled at recent Queensland

Championships.

Jackson earned a Gold Medal at the Queensland

Representative School Sport Championships (Townsville) in

Discus with a 52.99m throw. Jackson has come a long way in

three years, from finishing 4th in our school carnival, but then

working hard at school training and with his other external

coaches, has gone from strength to strength to be one of the

top throwers in the state.  He also competed at States in Shot

Put.

Well-done Jackson!
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Rowan also competed in Townsville in the boys Para (12U)

age group, with a guide runner. Rowan earned Gold in the

200m (PB) and 800m, and also won Bronze in the 100m to

earn Nationals selection (Canberra).

Awesome work!

We look forward to following Jackson and Rowan’s exploits on

the national stage.

Ski Trip 2026
After this year’s amazing fully subscribed ski trip, the finishing

touches are being put in the organisation for the ‘26 version.

Information sessions for seniors will be run over Weeks 5 and

6 this term, with deposits due this year.

Planned inclusions:

Top rated ‘on snow’ accommodation in Perisher Valley

Chef prepared breakfasts and dinners

Daily lessons

Lift passes

Ski/board hire

Coach

Richard Haines, HPE HOD

Email: rhain0@eq.edu.au

James Garrard, West Brisbane Sports Director

Email: jgarr57@eq.edu.au

STUDENT FORUM

Big Walk for Little Kids Wrap-Up 
What an incredible effort from our whole school

community! Together, students and staff raised an outstanding

$19,000 for Camp Quality through the Big Walk for Little Kids. 

Our Top 3 fundraisers were: 

Ms Marney O’Dea, $2642 

Rachel L, $2520

Joochahn P, $1860

This achievement truly highlights the generosity and team

spirit of our school. Everyone enjoyed a well-deserved

celebratory pancake to recognise their hard work and

commitment to supporting kids impacted by cancer. 

A special shout out to Joshua, Year 10 Leader, who led the

charge. His input was invaluable. A huge thank you to

everyone who walked, donated, or cheered others on - you

made a real difference!

To donate or view the team and their efforts, please see the

https://fundraise.campquality.org.au/fundraisers/CentenarySH

SQLD

Check out some highlights using the links below:

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1BeWHEaGrb/

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1aNt8JSvYc/

Mental Health Week 
Queensland Mental Health Week was full of energy, laughter,

and opportunities to unwind! Students took part in a range of

fun and relaxing activities designed to promote wellbeing and

connection. Highlights included the Plinko Board, basketball

shoot-out, drama games, yoga with Ms Raven, and Just

Dance sessions that got everyone moving. There was also

face painting, lollies, and a delicious pancake breakfast

cooked by Chappie Paul. The week was a wonderful reminder

to look after our mental health and to make time for joy,

connection, and self-care.

Join Our Movember Team! 
Movember is here, and we’re calling on students and staff to

join our school’s Movember Team! Whether you’re growing a

mo, moving for mental health, or helping to raise funds, every

effort counts. Together, we can help support men’s health and

start conversations that matter.
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Sign up or donate to our school team here:

https://movember.com/t/centenary-state-high-school-qld?mc=1

Thank you to Year 11 Leaders Jay and Scott for leading this

initiative! https://www.facebook.com/share/r/17Kay3hAc1/

Marney O’Dea, Student Leadership Coordinator

Email: modea9@eq.edu.au ​

MARKETING AND EVENTS

Senior Presentation Evening

On Wednesday October 22nd, we celebrated our Senior

Presentation Evening, "Our Time to Flourish", an opportunity

to acknowledge and congratulate our Years 10, 11 and 12

students on their achievements in academia, community

engagement, artistic and cultural pursuits and celebrate their

successes in the vast array of sporting opportunities and

showcase our wonderful school!

Congratulations to all our award recipients, and an extra

congratulations to our Major Award recipients!

A thank you to Tribal Experiences Australia for an outstanding

Welcome to Country!

A huge thank you to Jess Pugh MP Cr Sarah Hutton for their

continual support of our school! Thank you to the Centenary

and Districts Chamber of Commerce, Rotary Club of Brisbane

Centenary, Rotary Club of Brisbane Jindalee, the Australian

Defence Force, QUT (Queensland University of Technology),

our P&C and Arts Subcommittee for their support of Major

Awards and continual support of our school.

Check out photos from the evening:

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AcMCEtJrN/

Junior Presentation Event
To acknowledge and celebrate the academic, community,

cultural and sporting successes of our junior students, along

with the outstanding achievements of some exceptional

students, this year we will be hosting a Junior Presentation

Event!

This event will be held:

Friday December 5 th, 2025, 9:00am – 11:25am, Sports Hall

(SRC), Centenary State High School.

Please note: this event will acknowledge the achievements of

our Years 7, 8 and 9 students.

More information will be released to students and families over

the next few weeks, so keep an eye on your emails and here

on Facebook!

We are very much looking forward to a wonderful event

celebrating student achievement!

Uniform Shop
Please note that our Uniform Shop is open this term at the

following times (no bookings necessary):

Mondays and Tuesdays: 8:00am – 12:30pm

Wednesdays and Thursdays: 2:30pm – 5:30pm

Please refer to the attached flyers for additional dates and

times that our Uniform Shop will be open this year and early

next year to ensure that families

10

https://movember.com/t/centenary-state-high-school-qld?mc=1
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/17Kay3hAc1/
mailto:modea9@eq.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AcMCEtJrN/


can secure necessary uniform items. Bookings are essential

for these additional dates and times – please use the link in

the flyer to secure your booking.

New Uniform Items
We are excited to introduce additional uniform items in 2026:

Reintroduction of our knit pullovers. These will be

available to purchase as of January 2026 and will be

$85.00.

Blazers – these will be available to purchase for all

students. These will be sold on a pre-sale basis:

Size samples will be available in the Uniform Shop

for students to try from November 3rd, 2025 –

November 21st, 2025. Pre-sales will be open

during this time too.

Blazers will be ready for students to collect from

the Uniform Shop in the first week or two of Term

1, 2026.

Price - $195.00.

Year 10 2026 – Moving Up Ceremony
A reminder that Years 10, 11 and 12 students wear our white

formal blouse.

Year 9 parents/carers - following the email from your YLC, Ms

Claire Masters, this is a friendly reminder to order your young

person's senior white formal shirt for the Year 9 Moving

Up Ceremony on Monday November 24 th! Order by Monday

November 17th. Include in the order comments: “STUDENT

NAME – For presentation at the Year 9 Moving Up

Ceremony”.

Sizing: Students can try on shirts during opening hours before

ordering. Already have a shirt? Sibling or second-hand shirts

are fine, just contact the Uniform Shop and send the shirt to

school prior to the presentation.

Order here: https://centenaryshs.eq.edu.au/facilities/uniform-

shop

Uniform Shop hours:

Mondays and Tuesdays: 8:00am – 12:30pm

Wednesdays and Thursdays: 2:30pm – 5:30pm

Stay Connected

Follow us on Facebook to stay in-the-loop on what’s been

going on and what’s coming up within our school community:

https://www.facebook.com/CentenaryStateHighSchool/

Caitlin Wallekers, Marketing, Events and Executive Services

Email: cwall328@eq.edu.au

ARTS

The year is going so fast! The first half of Term 4 has seen

many great successes and celebrations of achievement.

We’ve been busy inside and outside of the classroom! For the

most up-to-date news, make sure you’re following the school

Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/CentenaryStateHighSchool

Student Success
Congratulations to our awesome Dance Troupes who recently

competed at the DanceLife Unite Nationals. We are beyond

thrilled to share the incredible results of our six troupes:

� Contemporary (Coach Caitlin) – 2nd place

� Hip Hop – 3rd place

� Contemporary (Coach Holly) – 3rd place

� Lyrical (Large) – 3rd place
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� ️ Lyrical (Small) – 4th place� Jazz – Highly Commended

In addition to this, Year 12 student Rose won the Shining Star

Award for the best dancer of the day! What a tremendous

achievement!

To see more, head to:

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Bao6q1Mdz/

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17bxWjignc/

Congratulations to Year 12 student Sebastien, who has won

the title of Best Overall QLD Short Film in the Queensland

Future Stars section of the Australian Independent Film

Festival! Seb’s film, “Diana 2007” took home this prestigious

honour - an incredible achievement!

Centenary SHS had three finalist films in this competition, with

two films belonging to Seb and the other to Year 12 student

Waldo. To have three films shortlisted for the finals is an

incredible achievement.

Sebastien is currently awaiting the results of his second

nominations, with both of his films, LACRIMOSA and DIANA,

2007 have been named finalists in the Ipswich Film Festival

for Youth! 

Congratulations to our talented Year 12 Visual Art students,

Xavier and Rhianna, who were both were awarded Certificates

of Commendation at the 2025 Creative Generation Excellence

Awards in Visual Art. It was a fantastic experience for all of our

Visual Art nominees to see their incredible artworks exhibited

at the Gallery. Well done Rhianna and Xavier – we’re so proud

of you!

Congratulations to all of our senior students who received

awards at our recent Senior Presentation Evening. The Major

Award winners from The Arts Faculty included:

2025 Senior Excellence in The Arts Award: Ava Gall & Liam

Jones

2025 Queensland University of Technology Executive Dean’s

Award for Excellence in The Arts: Charli Horne (Year 12) and

Aum Patel (Year 11)
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Subject Award Winners

Year 12 Dance Madeleine

Year 12 Dance in Practice Jorja

Year 12 Drama
Kahlia

Ben

Year 12 Drama in Practice Elliot

Year 12 Film, Television and New Media

Jozio

Sebastien

Riley

Waldo

Year 12 Music
Marissa

Liam

Year 12 Music Extension – Performance Elsie

Year 12 Visual Art Harshaan

Year 12 Visual Arts in Practice Eleanor

Year 12 Instrumental Music – Brass Ava

Year 12 Instrumental Music – Percussion Michael

Year 12 Instrumental Music – Strings Harry

Year 12 Instrumental Music – Woodwind Elsie

Year 11 Dance in Practice Autumn

Year 11 Drama Zoey

Year 11 Drama in Practice Darcy

Year 11 Film, Television and New Media
Sasha

Ryan

Year 11 Music
Jemma

Ryan

Year 11 Visual Art Eve

Year 11 Visual Arts in Practice Valerie

Year 11 Instrumental Music – Brass Oscar

Year 11 Instrumental Music – Percussion Mitch

Year 11 Instrumental Music – Strings Ash

Year 11 Instrumental Music – Woodwind Jemma

Cultural Award Winners (Bronze were presented at Year Level

Assemblies)

Year 10:

Olivia Gold

Sahana Gold

Savarna Gold

Isabel Gold

Evie Gold

Claire Gold

Sophie Gold

Myque Gold

Lachlan Gold

Oliver Gold
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Mikaela Gold

Piya Gold

Vedika Gold

Isaac Gold

Juliet Gold

Elyse Gold

Naomi Gold

Lucas Gold

Sasha Gold

Zoe Gold

Lil Gold

Avery Gold

Albert Gold

April Gold

Lukas Gold

Kahmya Gold

Emma Gold

Raphael Gold

Max Gold

Telia Silver

Lachlan Silver

Cameron Silver

Nicholas Silver

Bella Silver

Travis Silver

Caitlyn Silver

Cody Silver

Liam Silver

Bronte Silver

Lily Silver

Sophie Bronze

Matthew Bronze

Dahnbee Bronze

Alyssa Bronze

Ava Bronze

Elyse Bronze

Leisa Bronze

Simon Bronze

Milana Bronze

Shaina Bronze

Freya Bronze

Mark Bronze

Zeke Bronze

Oscar Bronze

Year 11:

Eva Gold

Quan-Minh Gold

Mitch Gold

Salma Gold

Van Gold

Oscar Gold

Jemma Gold

Mia Gold

Yolanda Gold

Talia Gold

Lara Silver
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Sophie Silver

Valerie Silver

Autumn Silver

Tess Silver

Charlotte Silver

Kyle Silver

Sarah Silver

Cody Silver

Ai-Vy Silver

Indiana Silver

Sasha Bronze

Gracie Bronze

Dylan Bronze

Sherman Bronze

Samuel Bronze

Paxton Bronze

Ashton Bronze

Alvin Bronze

Zoey Bronze

Emily Bronze

Scott Bronze

Charlotte Bronze

Year 12:

Sebastien Gold

Delaney Gold

Elsie Gold

Sierra Gold

Claudia Gold

Elliot Gold

Marissa Gold

Oriana Gold

Ava Gold

Ahilan Gold

Ethan Gold

Katherine Gold

Charli Gold

Liam Gold

Niamh Gold

Harry Gold

William Gold

Jaida Gold

Hayden Gold

Rose Gold

Emma Gold

Waldo Gold

Portia Gold

Benjamin Gold

Jada Gold

Lucy Gold

Madeleine Gold

Daniel Silver

Millie Silver

Tylah Silver

Ryan Silver

Ophir Silver

Harrison Silver

Kahlia Silver
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Nikhil Silver

Marcus Silver

Rhianna Silver

Joel Silver

James Silver

Xavier Silver

Michael Silver

Ashleigh Silver

Paige Silver

Noah Silver

Olivia Silver

Xanthia Silver

Madison Bronze

Samuel Bronze

Tiffany Bronze

Daniel Bronze

Aimee Bronze

Martin Bronze

Eve Bronze

Dabria Bronze

Chloe Bronze

Congratulations to Harrison (Year 8) and McKenzie (Year 7)

on being selected as the entrants into the R U OK? Day

National Student Art Competition. This competition is open to

Years 7 and 8 students nation-wide and asks students to

create an original artwork that addresses the question ‘What

does connection mean to you?’. We are very proud of the

submissions made by our junior artists.

Curriculum News
Congratulations to our Year 12 General subject Arts students

who have now completed their internal assessment. After 75%

of the course, there are NINE students who have achieved the

perfect score of 75. This is an outstanding achievement and

demonstrates the character strength of love of learning! Well

done to all of these students for this amazing achievement!

Dance – Maddy

Drama – Kahlia and Ben

Film, TV & New Media – Jozio, Riley, Sebastien and Waldo

Music – Marissa and Liam

We also congratulate and celebrate the seventeen students

who were awarded 35/35 for their final internal assessment

item. Well done to:

Dance – Maddy

Drama – Kahlia, Charlie, Rose and Ben

Film, TV & New Media – Jozio, Riley, Joel, Hossein,

Sebastien, Marcus, Tai and Waldo

Music – Marissa and Liam

Music Extension – Elsie and Ava

The Arts Faculty are very proud of your achievements and

wish you the best of luck for your external exams.

Year 12 Classroom Music students recently had the

opportunity to join the Band of the 1st Regiment, Royal

Australian Artillery for a rehearsal – playing
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alongside and watching these talented musicians in action!

This rehearsal followed a class visit earlier in the term from

Corporal Andrew Kopittke. Andrew inspired our students with

his journey – from performing as a professional classical

musician across New Zealand and Asia to now serving as an

Army Reserve musician. It was an amazing experience for our

students to sit within the band, performing a range of

repertoire in different ensembles and has resulted in one

student (maybe two) submitting an application to join! A huge

thank you to Andrew for sharing his passion, time, and for

organising this unforgettable opportunity.

Our Performance Plus students in Years 8 and 9 will host two

showcase events to culminate their learning this year. Tickets

are now available for both events.

Year 8: This is Me: https://www.trybooking.com/DHCYK 

Year 9: Chitty Chitty Bang Bang:

https://www.trybooking.com/DHDXV

Extracurricular News
We are excited to announce that the Creative Generation –

State Schools Onstage 2025 broadcast will air across two

special events on Channel 9, 9Go! and 9Now! You can catch

our amazing Centenary SHS students performing live

on TV and relive all the magic, talent, and unforgettable

moments from this year’s spectacular show – right from your

living room!

� ️ Queensland Broadcast

� Channel 9 & 9Now

� 12:30pm – Sunday 16 November

� ️ National Broadcast

� 9Go! & 9Now

� 1:00pm – Saturday 22 November

Does your young person want to be a part of this amazing on-

stage spectacular? Nominations are now open for 2026, and

close in the first weeks of Term 1, next year. All students,

parents and carers have been emailed information about the

categories and how to nominate. EOI forms (attached to the

email) are due back to Ms Sleeman by the end of the 2025

school year.

Instrumental Music News
Term 4 has started with many concerts and events! Each of

our major ensembles have had an opportunity to perform,

starting with the annual Primary Schools Tour. The Symphonic

Band, Senior Choir, String Orchestra, Stage Band and

Percussion Ensemble entertained and inspired our primary

audience. We welcomed the primary school students this

week to join us here at Centenary SHS for our open

rehearsals, which was a great opportunity for our primary

students to transition into their high school learning.

Check out lots of photos here:

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1FjEw1uhQf/

17

https://www.trybooking.com/DHCYK
https://www.trybooking.com/DHDXV
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1FjEw1uhQf/


The Stage Band performed at the annual Jazz on the Hill, our

11th year as invited guests of St Laurence’s College. It’s

always a wonderful night of entertainment and a lovely

opportunity to farewell our Year 12 musicians.

Check out more here:

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17UAUe9BpR/

In addition to this, our Symphonic Band, String Orchestra and

Ensemble, Senior and Junior Choirs performed for families

and friends in our concert series. Our Concert Band performs

next week in a rescheduled event. We announced that 2025

will be the final year of teaching for Mrs Harvey, and it’s been

very special to hear the many kind words and stories about her

distinguished teaching career.

We are looking forward to our final events of the year,

including Cultural Dinner, performances for Year 12

Graduation and the Formal and our final community

performances.

Students, parents and carers have been sent information

about Arts shirt embroidery: a reminder that shirts need to be

handed in by December 5th!

Angela Sleeman, Arts HOD

Email: aslee4@eq.edu.au ​

YEAR 12 REPORT

As Frank Sinatra crooned so perfectly, “And now, the end is

near…”

The Year 12 cohort of 2025 have reached the final stage of

their secondary schooling journey, with many lasts being

ticked off along the way. Last assembly, last classes,

last day of schooling. Currently many of them are sitting their

final exams for high school, and for some the rest of their lives.

And, for me this will be my final newsletter article as Year

Level Coordinator for the Class of 2025.

Student Success
Thank you to Year 12 parent, Shelly Waner, for the following

report about some of our Year 12 boys.

From the 28th of September to the 2nd of October, four Year

12 boys: Sam W, Oliver S, Nick J and Oliver N represented

Queensland in the CFFA National Football Championships in

Melbourne. With Sam and Ollie S in the U17 Boys team, Sam

captained the team to win the Grand Final, undefeated, with

Ollie S being awarded a spot in the U17 All Stars. Nick and

Oliver N played in the Senior Men's team and also won their

Grand Final, with Oliver N being awarded a spot in the Senior

Men's All Stars! It was a week of victory for Queensland!

Congratulations to these boys on their incredible achievement!

Senior Presentation Evening
Our annual presentation evening was a wonderful night to

celebrate our amazing students, with the Year 12 students

shining throughout the evening. We had a multitude of

Platinum, Gold and Silver awards presented to the grade

across academics, sport, cultural and community fields. The

high level of academic excellence was again displayed by the

subject award winners, with many subjects having multiple

award winners having received 100% on their internal

assessment items.

A highlight of the evening is the awarding of the Major Awards.

Congratulations to the following Year 12 Major Award winners

from the evening:

Community Award - Student Humaidah M
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Nicole Donaldson Inspiration Award Arabella S

Senior Sportsperson of the Year

Award
Elie J

Senior Excellence in The Arts Award Ava G and Liam J

Mathematics Cup Dan W

Public Speaker of the Year Award Oriana F

Student Leaders' Forum Award Kahlia G and Lucy W

Vocational Student of the Year

Award
Harry M

Olympic Change-Maker Award Samuel W

International Student of the Year

Award
Daisy D

Australian Defence Force Long Tan

Youth Leadership & Teamwork

Award - Year 12

Kahlia G

Australian Defence Force Future

Innovators Award - Year 12
Lucy W

QUT Executive Dean's Award The

Arts - Year 12
Charli H

QUT Executive Dean's Award

Humanities and Social Sciences -

Year 12

Humaidah M

AMPOL Best All Rounder Award Liam J

Spirit Week
Our final week of classes was celebrated with Spirit Week, 5

days of dressing up, parties and our last day water slides. It

was such a positive week, full of great costumes, wonderful

spirits and a few tears as well. Thank you to all of the students

and staff involved any of the activities for your amazing

contributions to a very special final week.

More can be found on our Facebook page too!

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1JWnwg2r1k/

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17Wi9axLib/

Signing Off
As I mentioned above, this is it for me and my newsletter

articles. I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to

all of the students and families that I have had the pleasure to

meet and get to know over the last three years. It has been my

most humble honour to have played a small part in your senior

schooling life, and I will always look back on this time with

such fondness and joy.

Many, many people have played vital parts in getting our

students to this point, and it would take me all day to name

them all: Teachers, HODs, Teacher Aides, Office Staff, Library

and IT Staff, Cleaners, Grounds Staff, Guidance Officers and

Administration Staff.

I would like to particularly thank our fabulous group of Home

Group teachers who have cared for our students for many

years, some since year 7. Thank you for everything you have

done.

And finally to three people this year who have supported

myself along with the students to help them be their best

selves, Ms Melissa Chamberlain – HOD of Positive Education,

Ms Julie Scull – our incredible new HOD of Senior School, and

most of all Ms Angela Raven – the best DP anyone could ask

for.

May success always find you, no matter where you travel.

Mark Watkins, Year 12 Coordinator

Email: mwatk16@eq.edu.au

YEAR 11 REPORT

Year 11 students began the term with a busy exam block,

demonstrating great focus and commitment as they wrapped

up their Year 11 studies. With exams now behind them, most

subjects have started transitioning into Year 12 content,

marking an exciting new phase as students begin their final
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year of schooling.

The jersey process has now finished, and students who have

purchased their senior jersey can look forward to receiving it in

early 2026. A second round of orders will be placed at the

beginning of next year for anyone who missed out in the first

round.

We are now in the final stages of finalising our 2026 Captains

across all leadership areas. The calibre of applicants has been

outstanding, and we look forward to announcing and

celebrating all our new leaders soon.

It’s hard to believe there’s only a short time remaining for our

Year 11 cohort before they officially become our leaders of the

school. We’re proud of their achievements so far and excited

to see what’s to come in their senior year.

Kate Tesch, Year 11 Coordinator 

Email: ktesc0@eq.edu.au ​

YEAR 8 REPORT

Here we are in the middle of Term 4 and it’s hard to fathom the

school year is almost done. Year 8 students are in their final

units of work for the year with assessments due mostly in

Week 9.

Police Sessions (Rotation)
This term, all Year 8 classes are participating in a half-hour

session with our community Police Beat representative, Senior

Constable Ben Harm. Sessions have focused briefly on the

laws around the use of e-scooters and e-bikes. However, the

main focus of the sessions has been on the Federal

Government’s ‘ThinkUKnow’ school-based program. This

program is designed for Years 7 and 8 level students to learn

about and discuss topics including oversharing information on-

line, sextortion, online grooming, and strategies to help

maintain safety and get help when needed. Students have

been very engaged with these sessions and are seemingly

taking the safety messages on board. For more information on

the program, follow this link https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/. A

small number of people have responded to my request of

interest in parent-based sessions. If you haven’t

already, please let me know if this is of interest to you so that

we can perhaps organise a session for parents/carers here at

school. 

Leadership Process
Congratulations to Aarav P, Desiree G, Emma H, Gurjot J,

Harrison D, Lewis P, Lucille J, Ramona M and Xavier G who

have successfully been short listed in the Leadership Process.

These students are now preparing their speeches for the Year

8 cohort next week during extended HG. Best of luck to all of

you.

HG Program
This term in HG, the Year 8 PERMAH focus is ‘Meaning’ with

the catch phrase ‘Discover your purpose, ignite your passion’.

Concepts included are: Exploring my Strengths; Passion vs

Interest; Purpose in Action; Setting Goals that Matter;

Overcoming Challenges and Building Resilience. Students

keep a personal journal to reflect on each lesson.

In ‘Exploring my Strengths’, students revisited their Character

Strengths to see if there have been changes throughout the

year and to understand how they use their strengths to drive

their purpose. Do you know your Character Strengths? Follow

this link and click on the TAKE THE FREE SURVEY button to

find out https://www.viacharacter.org/.

In ‘Passion vs Interest’, students considered the difference

between these two concepts and shared with each other their

own interests and passions. They considered how interests

might develop into passions and what it might take to succeed

in a passion or interest. Does your student know what your

passion is? The following quote was discussed.

In ‘Purpose in Action’, students investigated  case studies of

teenagers chasing their passion and making a difference.
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They investigated how their values and beliefs can drive their

passions and interests, and they drafted their own passion

statements.

Next week they will investigate how to set meaningful goals

using the SMART goal format. Their final lesson will focus on

building resilience and overcoming challenges.

Have a great rest of the term.

Matt Mitchell, Year 8 Coordinator 

Email: mmitc112@eq.edu.au 

Brooke Davis, Year 8 Deputy Principal

Email: bldav0@eq.edu.au

YEAR 7 REPORT

As Term 3 concluded and we get well underway with Term 4,

it’s wonderful to reflect on just how far our Year 7 students

have come since the start of the year. What began as a new

and sometimes daunting transition into high school has now

become a confident stride through the school grounds, filled

with friendships, learning, and growth.

Throughout Term 3, our students continued to develop their

independence, resilience, and sense of belonging within our

school community. We have been so proud to see them

engaging deeply in their learning, embracing challenges, and

showing genuine curiosity across all subjects. Their

willingness to participate in extracurricular opportunities, from

sporting events and cultural activities to lunchtime clubs and

performances, has been a real highlight.

We have also seen impressive personal growth, with students

showing kindness toward one another, supporting peers

through new experiences, and demonstrating the values that

make our school community so special. It’s been rewarding to

watch their confidence blossom and their potential shine

through in so many different ways.

As we look to this term, we know it will be an exciting and

important time. Students will continue to build on their

academic skills, reflect on their achievements, and prepare to

take the next step into Year 8. We’ll also

celebrate their successes and the friendships that have

shaped their first year of high school.

We are incredibly proud of what our Year 7 cohort have

achieved so far this year. They have shown enthusiasm,

adaptability, and a strong sense of community spirit. We look

forward to finishing the year on a high note, celebrating their

journey, their growth, and all that lies ahead.

In line with this theme of growth, introducing ‘Fly-Away

Fridays’: As we enter the final term of Year 7, we are

supporting our students to leave the Year 7 area and find other

places in the school to enjoy their lunchtime. During AM and

PM breaks this term, we have checked on our students and

we are happy to report that they have transitioned with ease to

other locations. From Week 5 this term, we will be increasing

the Fly-Away lunchtimes to 2 days per week. If your student is

experiencing difficulty finding another location, please

encourage your student to seek out a member of our team and

we will support.

Jim Joliffe, Year 7 Coordinator   

Email: jjoli0@eq.edu.au ​

COMMUNITY NOTICES
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