CENTENARY STATE HIGH SCHOOL
BYOD PROGRAM

Introduction & frequently
asked questions

An investment in a quality laptop will last for 3-4 years if it is
well cared for and maintained.

All students at Centenary SHS will be required to use a
digital device. Our technology program improves student
learning outcomes through increased access to curriculum
materials, teacher feedback, seamless collaboration, timesaving tools and a range of creative and challenging
learning experiences. Progressively more learning is taking
place online or is supported through online activities.
Through guidance, students are prepared for tertiary study
and workplaces that are increasingly digital. The school has
had great success expanding the BYOD program across all
year levels since 2020 and it is now very much ingrained in
the way we operate.
Teachers are using a range of technologies across the
school, finding the right balance between screen time and
traditional ways of learning. The aim of our BYOD program
is to facilitate rather than replace good teaching and
learning practices while opening up new possibilities for
students.

We ask parents and carers to supply each child with a
device that will be integrated with our network while at
school. We strongly recommend a Windows laptop, which
provides the greatest level of compatibility with our
network, classroom applications and expertise of our staff.
Apple laptops, while compatible, often have security and
connection issues and can be difficult to support. iPads can
be connected but are best used as a companion device for
simple tasks. Connecting an iPad to our school network is
often difficult. If you have an iPad but aren’t ready to
upgrade, we will do our best to support you. Please
consider a Windows device when it is time to upgrade.
Chromebooks do not work inside the Department of
Education. Please see the document ‘Support for nonWindows devices’ on our website for more informatioR

Cheaper ‘consumer’ laptops are not designed for constant
use in a school or workplace setting. Components and
batteries in these devices may be suitable for home use, but
are not suitable for moving around the school day-in day-out
for many years When replacement and repairs are
considered they may not be the most economical choice
compared to a more rugged model that should last 4 or
more years.
Warranty and accidental damage arrangements should also
be considered when purchasing. 3 Year warranties are
highly recommended. Additionally, Accidental Damage
Protection (ADP) usually pays for itself over the life of the
laptop in our experience. Many vendors offer ADP for up to 3
years, giving parents extra peace of mind.
See the school website for the BYOD Buying guide for
parents which has detailed information about recommended
specifications.

We have an arrangement with a third-party, Learning With
Technology, to provide parents a purchasing portal for
suitable devices. LWT have extensive experience with school
BYOD programs and offers quality devices at a range of price
points. Each device has finance, ADP, warranty and
protective cases available. All devices purchased through
LWT can also be repaired by their respective manufacturers
here at the school, saving parents the need to arrange repair
at your home or workplace.
While we do encourage parents to consider LWT, please
keep in mind that the school takes no responsibility for
private laptop purchases and/or finance arrangements.
Log into the LWT portal here
Screen size: minimum 11” (smaller size recommended to
avoid breakage, increase battery life and minimise weight)
Operating system: Windows 10 or Windows 11 64-bit
Maximum weight: 2kg
Battery: 6-8 hour battery life
Processor: Core i3 or Ryzen 3
Memory: 8GB
Storage: 256GB SSD
Integrated Intel UHD Graphics
Ports: 2 USB ports (additional recommended especially if
a mouse is being used)
Network connectivity: Device must have dualband 5GHz
802.11n support

Intel Core i5 or Ryzen 5
Dedicated Graphics Processing Unit (GPU)
Memory: 16GB or more
Storage: 256GB SSD or higher.

https://learningplace.education.qld.gov.au/microsoft-officesoftware
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